
World War II anniversaries 
 
Although the main anniversary events of the Battle of Britain are now past and it has faded from 
prominence in the media, if you have not already investigated the BBC's new Battle of Britain 
site (http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/battle_of_britain) then I would urge you to do so. It 
represents the first stage in an overall redesign and redevelopment of the BBC's extensive online 
history resource, with fragmented information gradually being reorganised and the riches of the 
corporation's own video and sound archive more fully exploited. 
 
The timeline of key Battle of Britain events is divided into twelve stages, from the first months as 
Germany advances through Europe in late 1939 and early 1940, to 17 September 1940, when 
Hitler finally postponed the invasion of Britain. Each section has background text, links to 
related material elsewhere on the BBC site or on external websites, and places events clearly in 
the context of what happened before and after. The short film and audio clips from the BBC 
archive bring events vividly to life and the sound and picture quality is excellent. The section on 
the Blitz (http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/germany_bombs_london) includes video 
interviews with Londoners who lived through it and contemporary newsreels. To follow up with 
full length programmes you can go directly to the collection of films and documents in the main 
BBC Archive (http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/battleofbritain/). 
 
2010 also saw the 70th anniversary of the start of the Blitz, and several local archive and record 
offices have marked the occasion by publishing some fascinating records online. 
The City of Westminster Archives' West End at War site (http://www.westendatwar.org.uk/) 
includes some dramatic photographs, the works of war artists, personal accounts, the bomb map 
record for the area, and rare and previously unseen contemporary colour film footage. There is a 
detailed overview of the chronology of events of 1940-41. Bomb incidents are described in 
detail, with photos of damage to Buckingham Palace, Selfridges, Broadcasting House and other 
London landmarks. The website is part of Westminster Memories, 'a community-wide initiative 
designed to capture local history and community experience for Londoners, young and old.' 
Visitors are able to comment on the content, and to add pages with their own photos and 
memories of the Blitz or contribute to an oral history. There is a growing section of educational 
resources. 
 
Kingston Museum and Heritage Service's Kingston at War site 
(http://www.rbksch.org/museum/) is designed specifically to support Key Stage 2 history, with 
photographs, newspaper cuttings, bomb maps and oral histories which have been digitised for 
classroom or project use. There are teachers' notes and suggested questions accompanying each 
photograph, as well as short videos from the oral histories of veterans of the Blitz who live in the 
borough. You will need to download QuickTime to view these. While the London area bore the 
brunt of the air attacks, 'devastating raids took place on eighteen other regional British cities, 
towns, ports and industrial production centres'.(Ref: Thomas, Ronan. The Blitz. West End at 
War, http://www.westendatwar.org.uk/page_id__152_path__.aspx) 
 
Examples to investigate are the useful Sheffield Blitz study guides provided by Sheffield's 
Libraries, Archives and Information site (http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/libraries/archives-and-
local-studies/publications/sheffield-blitz) and Merseyside Maritime Museum's site on the Spirit 
of the Blitz in Liverpool 
(http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/exhibitions/blitz/home.asp), where individual 
memories are shared and questions asked in the 'Response Zone' 
(http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/exhibitions/blitz/displayzone.asp?f=1&t=1). 



The National Archives has a wealth of online resources that cover 'the entire conflict from 
Churchill's desk downwards'. Their Second World War 1939-45 site for education 
(http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/world-war-two.htm) organises these by topic 
and Key Stage. The Key Stage 2-3 pages on the Home Front, for example, have clearly presented 
information on the Blitz with activities, worksheets and a glossary and timeline. Research 
questions are suggested based on primary sources such as contemporary documents, 
photographs and cartoons and the work of war artists. By creating 'Learning Curve' accounts, 
students can save, edit and access their work online. A Battle of Britain worksheet 
(http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2/theatre-assets/western-
europe/battle-of-britain/pdf/we-battle-of-britain.pdf) provides scenes from the Battle of Britain 
monument, pilots' log books, war paintings and Air Ministry reports and statistics as a starting 
point for an in-depth investigation into why we won the Battle of Britain. 
This is part of a series of theatre of war investigations which include D-Day, the Occupation, 
Iwo Jima and Pearl Harbour. 
 
There are of course a huge number of websites devoted to both the Battle of Britain and the 
Blitz. It is particularly exciting that the anniversaries which we have commemorated in 2010 have 
been the catalyst for making so much unique archival material available online. 
 


