
Webtools4u2use 
http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/ 

 
WebTools4U2Use is 'a wiki for school library media specialists to learn about cool new web 
tools, see how they can be used in school library media programs, and share ideas and success 
stories'. 
 
Blogs, wikis, podcasts, RSS feeds, social networking sites, online bookmarks, photo and video 
sharing, tag clouds ... as school librarians we are all too conscious of the buzzwords surrounding 
Web 2.0, and the tools it gives us for publishing, collaborating and sharing with our students and 
with each other. But which to use? And where to start? WebTools4U2Use is a place where you 
can read about and contribute to ideas on how Web 2.0 can support your work as a school 
librarian. 
 
To answer the basic questions, start by clicking on 'Why WebTools?' and watch one of the 
inspiring short videos on how Web 2.0 technologies can engage students in collaborative, 
enquiry-based learning environments, and how classrooms (and of course libraries) can be 
transformed by their use. There are links to authoritative websites about Web 2.0, and online 
tutorials and webinars you can sign up to. 
 
There are several ways to explore the site. The home page has a colourful composite graphic 
where you can click on different topics: photo or video sharing, drawing, presentations, wikis, 
blogs and writing tools, for example. This page is produced using the first of the hundreds of 
Web 2.0 tools you will encounter: Glogster (http://www.glogster.com/). This is a way of 
creating an interactive online poster incorporating graphics, photos, videos, music and text - you 
may find that your first foray into Web 2.0 is to create one of your own. Then on the left of the 
screen is a menu of all the main sections of the wiki, including Audio & Podcasting, Portal and 
WebPage Starting Tools (well worth looking at if you don't yet have a library website), Quiz and 
Polling Tools, RSS News Feeds and Aggregators, and Social Networks. Below that is a tag cloud 
which includes more specific keyword links such as 'copyright' and 'creative commons', and 
which highlights the most used areas of the site. 
 
Exploring just one section of WebTools4U2Use illustrates how each one is organised, and gives 
a flavour of what is on offer. The Presentations section starts with a list of useful ideas about the 
different ways in which we might use presentation tools in our library: examples are promoting 
book events, as part of induction sessions, or to publicise library activities. Forget PowerPoint: 
under 'Five to Test Drive' one of the online tools listed is EdVoiceThread 
(http://ed.voicethread.com/), where you can see good examples of how this online album, with 
images, videos and sound, has been used to present student book reviews. For those of you not 
fortunate enough to have one in your library, use Virtual Whiteboard (http://www.virtual-
whiteboard.co.uk/) as a space where you can work collaboratively with a group of students. For 
a small registration fee  you can also save and export the presentations you create. A longer list 
of online presentation tools is given under 'More to Explore'; one great suggestion is the 
Amazon Slideshow Widget (http://widgets.amazon.com/Amazon-Slideshow-Widget/) which 
lets you create a slideshow of book covers with your own comments or annotations about each 
one. The online bulletin board Stixy (http://www.stixy.com/) is a simple way for a student to 
assemble material gathered during online research, and an ideal way for a group to collaborate on 
a project. Once you've investigated the many suggested tools you might move on to the Tutorials 
links in order to hone your presentation skills. 



Finally, you can initiate or contribute to a discussion on the topic of presentations, or add your 
own ideas on how to use Web 2.0 presentation tools in a school library. And of course, since this 
is a wiki, you can edit the content anywhere on the site; you will first need to sign up by clicking 
'Join this Space' on any page. 
 
Should you exhaust the resources on WebTools4U2Use (unlikely!), the 'About' 
page(http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/About+This+Wiki) includes links to related 
resources such as Digital Research Tools (http://digitalresearchtools.pbwiki.com/). These are 
organised according to the type of activity you might want to carry out: brainstorming, sharing 
bookmarks, writing collaboratively, comparing resources, etc. There are also links to other sites 
which help you keep up to date with the latest Web 2.0 tools - the Clever Sheep Podcast site, for 
example, (http://thecleversheep.libsyn.com/) publishes regular podcasts on the subject of 
internet technologies for 21st century learners. 
 
This is an amazingly rich site which I cannot recommend highly enough - though be prepared to 
find that hours have slipped away while you've been exploring! Whether you are a Web 2.0 
newbie or an experienced user of online tools I guarantee you will find something here to 
stimulate and interest you - and, more importantly, to use in your school library. 
 


