
True tube 
http://www.truetube.co.uk/ 

 
One of the clearest, uncluttered and aesthetically pleasing websites I have viewed in a long time. 
Registering is required to make full use of this website, but this is a simple form-filling process 
and is, as is the entire site, free. 
 
The managers of the website pick a topic, then kick-start it with some short films. Statements 
about the site clearly aim it at youth, talking of 'your generation', thus without specifically stating 
an age range the implication is teenage or young adult participation. It is run under the auspices 
of registered charity CTVC (www.ctvc.org.uk). Founded by Lord Rank, CTVC is 'a major 
mainstream British television production company specialising in programmes that focus on 
social, religious, educational and ethical issues in the broadcast sense.' 
 
The website is fully interactive and it is possible to upload your own materials (video, animation, 
audio, picture, text and/or links) to share, although this does raise the requirement of parental 
permissions first. This would certainly raise esteem and encourage ownership of the site by 
students involved. 
 
The topics discussed do not intentionally promote a bias, they aim to offer all sides to an 
argument and allow the students to form their own opinions. It is possible to search the site 
using keywords, or follow the themes (directories) via links. The front page links to the most 
recent topics debated, with themes listed to the left, which are: Body & Health; Community & 
Society; Crime & Punishment; Entertainment; Love & Sex; Race & Culture; Religion & Ethics; 
The Earth; Random Rant and TrueVan. Once logged on you can save particularly useful videos 
to your own favourites area. 
 
To me the most obvious use of the website is not to view debates in action, or learn debate, it is 
to access information to support viewpoints. Students could make use of the information 
contained within then, as they grow in confidence, they could rate or make comment on the 
content, moving on, as they feel ever more assured, to upload and actively participate 
themselves. There is a very clear area entitled 'How to use this site' which explains everything a 
user may need to know. 
 
In addition to information there are three other areas; 'Start a revolution' which relays stories of 
those who have inspired and made a difference; 'Choose your cause', which provides information 
about existing charities and 'Masterclass' which provides information should students be inspired 
enough to become actively involved in causes. 
 
Educators are catered for also. A separate area of the site offers classroom usable resources 
('Resources for formal education are aimed at KS3 and/or KS4 and are mapped to the 
curriculum based on the QCA programmes of study issued to schools in September 2007 for 
implementation in September 2008'), lists the site's awards, has an archive of e-letters, press 
releases and a schoolzone. Listed here are the programmes needed to make full use of the site 
and guidance on best practice. There are even opportunities for students, and educators, to train 
with professionals in film-making. 
 
The website lends itself superbly to the teaching of information literacy. Questions regarding 
peer evaluation, reliability, validity, accessibility, corroboration, citation etc. all become required 
consideration for information that is available simply because someone wanted to put it there. 



A word of caution - anyone can sign up for an account and anyone can upload materials to 
participate in a topic. Whilst the freedom this gives our students to be active citizens is laudable, 
our schools may not be so keen to have opinion under their umbrella made available without 
internal moderation. However the site is moderated: 'Because there are risks out there for anyone 
interacting on the web, TrueTube is fully moderated to prevent users from being exposed to 
content that is offensive, obscene, racist and libelous or which contravenes copyright law. Our 
moderators operate to a strict policy available on request by email from contact@truetube.co.uk.' 
On the whole this is one of the best sites I have ever seen, I'm finding it hard to drag myself 
away and it is lovely hearing British voices on videos giving their views. Highly recommended 
and I shall be informing all staff here of the opportunities the site offers to them. 
 


