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The National Education Network comprises 13 national and regional networks, including 
Scotland's national intranet for schools, GLOW; Classroom 2000 in Northern Ireland; National 
Grid for Learning Cymru; and broadband consortia all around England. This collaborative 
network aims to provide schools with 'a safe, secure and reliable learning environment' and 
connect learning communities across the UK. Many of the free online resources it provides are 
the result of partnerships with museums, libraries, galleries and archives: 'We bring art, history 
and culture into homes and classrooms.' 
 
As a first stage, students can access this rich content via NEN's portal without having to go out 
onto the internet at all. The resources in the Teaching and Learning area can be easily browsed 
by Key Stage and subject. The resources to support the teaching of citizenship at Key Stage 4, 
for example, include a video on the life of a young girl who came on the kindertransport from 
Nazi Germany to London in the 1930s; oral histories and photographs exploring the lives of 
communities linked with the sea in the North East of England; an animation about the life of 
Grace Darling; original documents on crime and punishment in the Victorian period; and World 
War II footage. The resources can also be searched across all categories by keyword and 
organised either alphabetically or by Key Stage. A search for slavery turned up satirical drawings 
by James Gillray, tracks of slave songs, and an online tool to help students create a digital 
museum box of artefacts related to slavery. 
 
Many of the resources have teachers' notes and suggestions as to how they might be used in the 
classroom; they may be freely included by all schools connected to the NEN on their own 
learning platforms and websites - in only a few places are there copyright restrictions. An RSS 
feed generator can produce a constantly updated list of specific resources which could go on a 
library or departmental VLE; for example all the geography resources for Key Stage 3, with the 
most recently added listed first. 
If the student needs to conduct more detailed research, a managed search of the internet can be 
launched from within the NEN site, with filtered and appropriate results. While a standard 
Google search for 'slavery' yields nearly 21 million results, with the Wikipedia article in the top 
slot, a Google search launched from the National Education Network returns fewer than 50. 
While the Teaching and Learning pages have some excellent resources, the rest of the site is 
rather dry. There are a good number of policy documents about broadband entitlement, good 
ICT practice and e-safety; worthy and useful, but of more interest to teachers and librarians than 
to pupils. 
 
There was also a significant amount of content in need of updating. The 'Media Centre' 
advertises a competition for budding young journalists with an entry deadline in November 
2009, and the calendar of events was completely blank. I came across a few links to resources 
which no longer worked, and the copyright date on all the pages I visited was 2007. Despite the 
fact that there were very recent articles on the home page, and a lively news archive, I still 
formed an impression that, contrary to its stated aims, this was not a 'growing range of online 
services and content'. The site and its resources are the direct result of the National Grid for 
Learning initiative in 2000-2001, and the subsequent rolling out of broadband to all schools a 
few years later. It would be a real shame if the Teaching and Learning resources were not further 
developed and extended now that the initial impetus has passed. 
 


