
TeacherTube: an alternative to Youtube? 
http://www.teachertube.com 

 
While for many readers YouTube is blocked at school, TeacherTube is a site that your school is 
more likely to allow access to. It should not be confused with Teachers' TV 
(http://www.teachers.tv), the UK educational TV channel. 
 
The URL (.com, rather than a domain ending in .uk) immediately hints at the origins of much of 
the content - the United States. It is clear that teachers and librarians in this country have yet to 
embrace fully this platform for educational multimedia material, but there is no reason why we 
should not do so. Like YouTube, anyone can register (for free) and then upload a variety of 
content: video, audio, photos, and documents such as PowerPoint presentations. Like YouTube, 
you do not need to be registered to search and view the content, though if you sign in as a 
member you will be spared the advertisements which precede every clip. Unlike YouTube, a 
Google search is unlikely to return a TeacherTube video at the top of the list. 
 
Searches of TeacherTube can be across all categories, or limited to just one media type. You can 
also browse Recently Viewed, Featured, 'New' and 'Top Rated' content. Either way you are 
unlikely to find exactly what you are looking for easily; the teacher presentations are almost 
exclusively American and tailored to the US curriculum. However there are useful nuggets if you 
hunt about. Doing a search across all media types for 'library' I found an instructional video 
called 'How to take care of library books', which would work well with the youngest readers, as 
well as examples of library induction programmes - some good, some terrible. There are items 
on reading strategies, and a great many author interviews and talks - but I had to trawl through 
quite a few before I came across a name I recognised (Lemony Snicket). I found the same clip 
within seconds via Google and YouTube. TeacherTube has a number of channels, including the 
Reading channel, which promises (though I failed to find it) material on information literacy. 
Overall I was unimpressed with the quality and coverage of the content; many of the 
presentations were uninspiring to say the least. There is also rather a lot of distracting 
advertising, with a curious emphasis on weight-loss products! 
 
Rather like a visit to a charity shop, it pays to keep an eye out for new arrivals - you might come 
across something really useful. You can stay up to date with additions to TeacherTube by RSS 
feed, a daily email, or via Twitter or Facebook.  
 
While there might not be too much in TeacherTube for the UK school librarian (or even 
teacher) at the moment, we can put this right by starting to add and share content of our own. 
As ever we need to seek permission before using footage of our students, or before uploading a 
video of that successful author visit. But if you find that your school internet connection allows 
you unrestricted access, then this might be just the place for you to start building a library of 
multimedia content which you can access from anywhere: including the school library! 
 


