
Talking about science 
 
The Royal Society 
http://royalsociety.org/ 
 
2010 is the year in which The Royal Society celebrates 350 years as the world's oldest science 
academy and at the forefront of scientific advancement in the UK. 
The Society's website reflects the day to day business of the scientific community but also has 
much to offer on the educational side. Clear menus and labelling enable quick movement to 
different parts of the site. 
 
Key areas useful in education are the series of video and audio recordings located in 
Royalsociety.tv. The presentations include public lectures and discussion meetings which have 
been filmed and appear unedited. Technical requirements are displayed and loading takes place 
speedily. There are 50+ recordings from 2002 onwards to choose from lasting between 40-90 
minutes. All of the subjects are tackled by eminent scientists, mathematicians or well known 
broadcasters such as David Attenborough and Bill Bryson. Many of the lectures are presented by 
established authors, such as Professor Ian Stewart, whose own lecture involves slides as he 
demonstrates some of his 'mathematical curiosities'. Included are also the occasional links with 
literature, for example Mark Haddon and Tracy Chevalier bring insights into marrying science 
with fiction. 
 
In addition to the public lectures there is a section for prize lectures, which features 40+ 
presentations of similar duration. Speakers such as Professor Jim Al-Khalili offer interesting 
insights into their specialist subjects and may offer encouragement for students to read more 
widely. A further page lists podcasts of Library events to download. Some 40+ audio and video 
podcasts illuminate aspects of the history of science and the emerging issues, such as the DNA 
debate. 
 
The content is excellent for using selectively with AS/A level pupils in mathematics and science 
subjects. Obviously the delivery is very formal and this may not necessarily appeal to everyone. 
Some of the lectures could also be useful for PHSE, Citizenship and Geography. The only 
criticisms would be that a little editing might have improved the impact of the lectures. 
 
Trailblazing 
http://trailblazing.royalsociety.org/ 
 
Trailblazing is a Royal Society subsite offering a timeline for the history of science over the past 
350 years in the UK and has been created especially for the anniversary. The timeline is 
interactive and intended for all ages. Scientific developments are plotted along a virtual journey 
supplemented with contextual information, such as 1755 Samuel Johnson's dictionary alongside 
scholarly articles, for example, An account of inoculation with smallpox by Sir Hans Sloane, a 
man also understood to have 'invented' milk chocolate. Images are added in some cases and 
materials from organisations such as The Wellcome Museum. More recently (2008) there is an 
article on Geoengineering and global warming. As a taster this is a good idea, although it would 
need to be more comprehensive in coverage to be of meaningful use in schools. 
 
 
 
 



The Naked Scientists 
http://www.thenakedscientists.com/ 
 
The Naked Scientists website presents a completely different approach to promoting interest 
in science. The presenters, physicians and researchers from Cambridge University, use radio, live 
lectures, and the Internet to remove the mystery behind scientific advances and engage the 
general public. Their award winning BBC weekly radio programme, The Naked Scientists, has 
developed a huge following both in the UK and internationally and has contributed to the wealth 
of information into this lively website. Podcasts and articles are available dealing with popular 
aspects of all of the sciences and mathematics. From 'How fast is a sneeze?', which uses a video 
clip to help calculate the speed of a sneeze to creating 'Bubbles that sink', this provides 
demonstrations and suggestions for experiments for all ages. From the serious to the frivolous 
this site exudes enthusiasm and is appropriate for use with primary and early secondary pupils, 
both in the classroom and at home. 
 


