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Search Engines 
 

1. General Academic 
 
Google Scholar 
http://scholar.google.co.uk/ 
Good starting point for research, provides a 
wide picture. Free accessible search engine 
that indexes the full text of scholarly 
literature across an array of disciplines. 
Includes most peer-reviewed  online 
journals of Europe and America’s largest 
publishers as well as scholarly books and 
other non-peer reviewed journals. 
 

 
SweetSearch  
http://www.sweetsearch.com/ 
Academic, ideal for students of lower English 
comprehension (GCSE level). Searches only 35,000 
websites approved and evaluated by educators and 
librarians. SweetSearch helps students find outstanding 
information, faster. It enables them to determine the 
most relevant results from a list of credible resources. 
Spam sites and adverts are excluded, as well as sites  
 
 

Academic Journals Database 
http://journaldatabase.org 
Academic Journals Database (AJD) is a universal 
index of periodical literature covering basic 
research from all fields of knowledge, and is 
particularly strong in medical research, humanities 
and social sciences. AJD contains complete 
bibliographic citations, precise indexing, and 
informative abstracts for papers from a wide range 
of periodicals. All journals are searchable on article 
level. Full-text from most of the articles is 
available.  
An essential reference tool for serious research in 
diverse subject areas, Academic Journals Database 
opens doors to a wealth of specialized information. 
Academic Journals Database indexes about 5800 internationally respected journals. 
1.28 million articles are available online.  
 

BASE 
http://www.base-
search.net/ 
BASE (Bielefeld Academic 
Search Engine) is a multi-
disciplinary search engine  to 
scholarly internet resources, 
created by Bielefeld 
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University Library in Bielefeld, Germany.  The library also indexes selected web sites and local data 
collections, all of which can be searched via a single search interface. 
Where available, bibliographic data is provided, and the results may be sorted by multiple fields, such 
as by author or year of publication. 
 
Directory of Open Access Journals 
http://www.doaj.org 
Website that lists open journals (scientific and 
scholarly) of high quality standards. As of 
January 2013, the database contains 8536 
journals with an average of four journals added 
each day since 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Infotopia 
http://infotopia.info 
Academic search engine accessing only trusted 
websites selected by educators and librarians. 
Recommended for students, teachers and 
homeschoolers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Intitute 
http://www.intute.ac.uk 
Free online service reviewing and 
evaluating thousands of resources 
to help students choose key 
websites for subjects. Created by a 
consortium of seven UK 
universities. Due to reduced 
funding this service remains 
available until 2015, however the 
site is no longer maintained or 
updated and no resources is to be 
added. 
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2. Different learning styles 
 
iBoogie 
http://www.iboogie.com 
Presents search results in clusters to enable users quick 
and easy navigation. 
 
 

 
 
 
Quixey 
https://www.quixey.com 
New specialised search engine in finding apps 
across the Web. No need to know the appps’s 
names or description. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Quintura 
http://quinturakids.com 
Visual search engine powered by Yahoo. 
Search results are organized by clouds of 
tags or clusters. The cloud contains the 
original search term(s) surrounded by related 
words. 
 
 
 

 
Search-Cube 
http://www.icyte.com 
Graphical search engine that presents search results in a compact, 
visual format in three dimensions, ideal for visual learners. 
 
 
 
 
 

TinEye 
http://www.tineye.com 
A reverse image search engine, first web-based image search 
engine to use image identification technology. The search 
engine looks up other usage of images uploaded (size limited to 
20MB) on the Web, including modified images based upon 
original and report the date and time at which they were posted. 
In July 2013, TinEye claimed to have indexed over 3 billion 
images for comparisons. 
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3. Specific to subjects 
 
Biznar (Economics) 
http://www.biznar.com 
Free deep web search portal 
focused on business issues. 
Each search is done in real-time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Google Art Project (Art) 
http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-project 

Online platform to 
access high-resolution 
images of artworks 
housed in the initiative’s 
partner museums. Project 
launched in 2011 with 17 
international museums. 
The platform enables 
users to visually tour 
museum’s galleries, 
explore physical and 
contextual information 
about artworks and 
compile their own virtual 
collection. Since 2012, 

the platform features over 30,000 artworks from 46 museums worldwide. 
 
 
 
AGRIS (EVS, Biology) 
http://www.agris.fao.org 
AGRIS (International System for Agricultural 
Science and Technology) is a global public 
domain with over 4 million structured 
bibliographical records on agricultural science 
and technology. The database is maintained by 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
and its content is provided by more than 150 
participating  institutions from 65 countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

arXiv  
(Physics, Maths)  
http://arxiv.org 
Archive for electronic 
preprints of scientific papers 
in the fields of mathematics, 
physics, astronomy, 
computer science, etc. 
ArXiv is not peer-reviewed 
though a collection of 
moderators for each area 
review the submissions and 
may re-categorize any that 
are deemed off-topic. ArXiv 
is currently funded by 
Cornell University Library. 
 
.  

 
ASDL (Chemistry)  
http://www.asdlib.org 
Founded in 2001, the Analytical Sciences Digital 
Library (ASDL) is a collection of peer-reviewed 
electronic resources on chemical measurements 
and instrumentation. The resources in ASDL are 
freely available to students, teachers and 
practitioners 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BioOne (Biology, EVS) 
http://www.bioone.org 
Online, full-text database of 171 peer-reviewed 
scientific journals and books in the biological, 
ecological and environmental sciences. Includes 
publications published by scientific societies, museums 
and independent presses.  
 
 

 
 
Bioinformatic Harvester  
(Biology, EVS)  
http://www.harvester.kit.edu 
Bioinformatic metasearch engine was created by 
the European Molecular Biology Laboratory and 
hosted and further developed by KIT Karlsruhe 
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Institute of Technology for genes and protein-associated information. Harvester currently works for 
human, mouse, rat-based information. Harvester cross links over 50 popular bioinformatics resources 
and allows cross-searches. 
 

 
CogPrints (Psychology, Biology) 
http://www.cogprints.org 
Electronic archive in which authors can self-
archive papers in any area of cognitive science 
including psychology, neuroscience, linguistics, 
computer science, philosophy, biology and 
medicine. The site contains around 2000 free 
downloadable articles. 
 

 
 
 
Google Music Search (Music)  
http://www.googlemusicsearch.com 
Search Google for music. Enter a song, artist or album name. 
This site is not owned by Google.com. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GENESIS (Women’s History)  
http://lse.ac.uk/library/collections/featuredCollections
/womenslibraryLSE.aspx 
Project maintained by the Women’s Library at London 
Metropolitan University. Provides an online database and a 
list of sources with an intent to support research into 
women’s history. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HubMed  
(Medicine, Psychology)   
http://www.hubmed.org 
 
HubMed is an alternative, third-party 
interface to PubMed, the database of 
biomedical literature produced by the 
National Library of Medicine. Features 
include relevane-ranked search results, 
direct citation export, tagging and 
graphical display of related articles. 
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GeoInteractive (Geography)  
http://geointeractive.co.uk 
Divided in two parts, the 
GeoInteractive website is the one-
stop website for links and resources 
needed for teaching geography. The 
Contribution Section contains over 
1000 free resources contributed by 
teachers across the UK and Wales. 
The resources cover all age groups 
from KS3 through to GCSE and 
AS/A2 level. 
 
 

InTechOpen (Medicine, Biology, EVS) 
http://www.intechopen.com 
World’s largest multidisciplinary open access publisher 
of books covering the fields of science, technology and 
medicine. Since 2004, over 2340 books and journals 
have been made available online for free in order to 
share high-quality research with new and diverse 
audiences around the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JURN (Music, Art, Geography, History)  
http://www.jurn.org 
Unique search engine dedicated to “indexing” free  open 
access e-journals in the Arts and Humanities, along with 
other relevant arts and scholarly publications offering free 
content. 
 
 
 

 
PsychSpider  
(Psychology in German/ English) 
http://www.psychspider.com 
German/ English search engine specific to 
psychology. The website is maintained by the 
Leibniz Center for Psychology Information. 
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SSRN (Social Sciences)   
http://www.ssm.com 
The Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 
is devoted to the dissemination of scholarly 
research in social sciences and humanities. 
Academic papers in PDF can be downloaded 
for free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WorldWideScience (Science multilingual) 
http://www.worldwidescience.org 
Global science search engine, allowing free access to national scientific 
databases and portals from over 70 countries. Provides access to “deep 
web” scientific databases, typically not searchable by commercial 
search engines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
EPO (DT Patent search)  
http://www.epo.org 
The official website of the European Patent Office (EPO). 
Provides information on applying and searching for patents, 
legal issues on patents, patent grants, rules etc. 


