
Olympics  round up – part one 
 

Countdown to London 
  
London 2012 
http://www.london2012.com 
The main Olympics 2010 website concentrates on London. The layout is clean, the tab titles easy 
to understand and I am particularly pleased by the prominence of the Paralympics. I will try and 
get excited by the countdown, although I am sure the vast majority of people will. A simple 
search for ‘swimming’ in the field clearly marked ‘search’ produced 264 results, many of which 
are advertising swimming sessions in local pools. Whilst a nice community initiative it is unlikely 
people wanting to know what times they can swim in their local pool, will go to the Olympics 
2012 website to find out! However the first result is a page detailing the swimming schedule, and 
listed on the left are all other sports, in alphabetical order. Overall this is a good site, with 
thought clearly having gone into ease of use and aesthetically simple to view site. Of particular 
interest to many will be the schedule, clearly laid out athttp://www.london2012.com/olympic-
schedule, but there is so much information within this site it is hard to see anything lacking. 
  
Getset 
http://getset.london2012.com/en/ 
Getset is perhaps the most relevant of all areas of the official website, it is the education element. 
As expected it is similar in look to the main site, but has less information and therefore is easier 
to navigate. Clearly labelled tabs do what they say, being Home; Resources; Your Space; The 
Games; Map; Heroes; Educators; Network and Get Set+. The resources include games, quizzes, 
fact files and challenges; each differentiated into six age sets. Every aspect I tried loaded well and 
was easy to follow, and did not require registering with the site first. Attention has clearly been 
paid to the information offered, including language, terminology, images and more. Impressive. 
  
Olympic.org 
http://www.olympic.org/olympic-games 
This is the official site of the Olympic Movement. It includes future and past information, which 
is divided into Summer and Winter Olympic Games. The Paralympics are buried as a link at the 
bottom of the page whilst the tabs at the top offer Home; Olympic Games; Sports; Athletes; 
Countries; Olympism in Action; Media Player; The IOC; Media; The Olympic Museum and 
Youth Olympic Games. The information is clearly aimed at adults and would need work if 
wanting use with younger students. I recommend a good peruse, for example the layout of all the 
sports is Cloud style, with simple options to make them gender/season-specific; another 
interesting page details of all 26,513 medallists to be found via gender, medal, country, continent, 
sport and/or event. Of this site the Youth Olympic Games is best suited to a school 
environment, particularly KS4-5 (http://www.olympic.org/yog). 
  
Team GB 
http://www.olympics.org.uk 
This is the official website of Team GB. Lovely backdrop, five simple tabs – News; Team GB; 
Sports; Olympics and BOA. Scroll down to read information and click on tabs displayed to the 
left for more details and specifics. 
 
 
 
  



Paralympics GB 
http://www.paralympics.org.uk/ 
The counterpart site for the GB Paralympics team with its tagline ‘Ambition, talent and sheer 
determination’ contains all the Paralympics news and events and also links to school resources at 
the Ability v Ability website providing inspiration to young people to help them deliver their 
own personal best. http://www.abilityvability.co.uk/ 
 
Younger students 
   
Apart from the ‘official’ sites, for the younger students the following sites contain some useful 
information. 
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0771580.html, although not updated since 2007, the layout 
and visual look will appeal; http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/games/olympics.htm, 
boring looking site but language is appropriate to younger children; http://www.first-
school.ws/activities/firststeps/olympics.htm, not one for the students but contains simple links 
and work for really young ones; http://greece.mrdonn.org/olympics.html, this site will appeal 
greatly to children to read for themselves and links to resources and other informative 
websites;http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/summer_olympics.htm, another site providing 
information and resources suitable for much younger 
children.  http://www.enchantedlearning.com/olympics/is a user-supported site, whose users 
state that the information contained is aimed at ages 9-11. Needs updating and the layout is 
table-style and horrible. But within it are some gems, such as worksheets and a workwheel, and it 
is the first to explain the Flag. Worth a look for resources. 
  
It looks like even the most anti-sport amongst us will have no excuse not to promote, celebrate 
and inform about the 2012 London Olympics, which I now know is a Summer games! 
 


