
How to evaluate blogs and wikis for academic research 
 
 

Blogs require new types of examination 
 
Blogs are different to wikis. A blog is a Web-based journal entry platform than can accept reader 
comments. Entries are usually presented in reverse chronological order.  Blogs are essentially 
primary sources and can provide lively insights and perspectives not documented by traditional 
sources. Blogs allow scholars and experts written opportunities to loosen their ties and engage in 
lively conversation. A wiki is a publishing platform on which many people can contribute new 
content and revise existing content. The content benefits from the collective knowledge base and 
the dynamic nature of the contributions. 
 
Examples of blogs: The Innovative Educator, OneDayOnePhoto, TechCrunch 
Examples of wikis: Wikipedia, wikiHow, Wikimedia Commons 
 
To evaluate the content of a blog, look for these clues: 
 

- Most blog postings focus on a discussion of issues rather than day-to-day personal or 
recreational activities. 

- Blog postings are signed by an identifiable author. 
- The author has expertise on the topic of the blog. 
- Comments on blog postings emphasize substantive discussion of the issues. 
- Blog postings are cited on other blogs. A blog search engine can help to determine this. 
- Links to the blog or its individual postings are saved on social bookmarking sites such as 

Delicious. 
- New blog postings appear fairly regularly – though archived blogs can contain useful 

material. 
 
Questions to ask about the blog 
 
Who is the blogger? With so many blogs offering spotty or nonexistent “about” pages, this may 
be a clue in itself. 
 
What sorts of materials is the blogger reading or citing? 
 
Does this blogger have influence?  
Is the blog well-established?  
Who and how many people link to the blog?  
Who is commenting? 
Does this blog appear to be part of a community? (The best blogs are likely to be hubs for folks 
who share interests with the blogger.) 
 
Is this content covered in any depth, with any authority? 
 
How sophisticated is the language, the spelling? 
 
Is this blog alive? Is there a substantial archive? How current are the posts? 
 
At what point in a story’s timeline did a post appear? Examining a story’s date may offer clues as 
to the reliability of a blog entry. 
Is the site up front about its biais?  



Does it recognize/ discuss other points of view? (For certain information tasks –an essay or a 
debate- biais may be especially useful. Students need to recognize it.) 
 
If the blogger is not a traditional “expert”, is this a first-hand view that would also be valuable 
for research? Is it a unique perspective? 
 
 
To evaluate the content of a wiki, look for these clues: 
 

- The sponsorship of a wiki. This may be explained on an “about” or similar page. 
- The wiki, whether academic or popular, suits your needs. 
- The identity of those who are able to edit or add content. If it is a select group, try to 

determine if they have expertise in the wiki’s topic. 
- Changes to the page appear reasonable. 
- The material you are interested in cites sources that you can use to double-check the 

information. 
- There are guidelines for contributors to follow. 
- There is monitoring of contents by those responsible for the wiki, and you can determine 

who these authors are (often you cannot). 
- The currency of the edits. Some wiki platforms offer a “History” or similar tab that 

allows you to view a sequential list of changes. 
 
Questions to ask about the wiki 
 
Consider if the content is interesting and engaging. Does it include images and videos or 
slideshows? Has it been proofread? 
 
Are there links to reliable outside resources? 
 
Is the wiki easy to navigate? Is it well organized? 
 
The wiki will provide with clues about collaboration on its “Page History”. Has the wiki 
changed significantly over time: new content or revisions to existing content? 
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