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This site is something very unexpected and very clever. Produced by the United States National 
Library of Medicine, the site looks at various aspects of J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter books and 
how Renaissance science relates to them. The exhibition area uses materials from the national 
library of medicine to explore Harry's world and links in with extracts from the books. 
 
The front page is very accessible and by selecting the exhibition option you are taken to a series 
of playing cards which look at various aspects of Harry Potter's world. These include potions, 
monsters, herbology, magical creatures, fantastical beasts and immortality. Clicking on any one of 
these cards will take you to further information about where the topic is mentioned within Harry 
Potter. Further down the page is information from the medicine archive which relates directly to 
that area. For example, the 'potions' page looks at Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone and 
then goes on to explain the true story of Nicholas Flamel and the hunt for immortality. 
 
Selecting 'Education resources' takes you to another set of playing cards which will lead you to 
lesson plans and resources for both secondary schools and HE institutions. The Secondary 
English lessons are on 'Boggarts and fear in Harry Potter' while the Secondary Science lessons 
look at 'Genetic traits in Harry Potter'. Both are well constructed with teacher resources, 
including PDFs and powerpoint slides, lesson plans, and activity sheets for students. The science 
one in particular looks like a fun way to teach the idea of genetics to students. 
 
This site was much more interesting and useful than I thought it would be, and I can see science 
teachers in particular making use of the lesson plans and resources. Definitely worth looking at 
and passing on to interested teachers. 
 


