
Google art project 
http://www.googleartproject.com/ 

  
‘Explore museums from around the world, discover and view hundreds of artworks at incredible 
zoom levels, and even create and share your own collection of masterpieces.’ 
  
Google Art Projectis a collaborative project with 17 world renowned galleries and museums, 
including London’s National Gallery, Tate, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the 
Hermitage in St Petersburg and the Uffizi in Florence.  Some 1,000 works of art by 385 artists 
have been digitised and made available online. The project takes Google’s Street View 
technology (http://maps.google.com/help/maps/streetview/learn/using-street-view.html) 
indoors and uses it to provide a virtual museum experience where the visitor can wander from 
one room to another and look in detail at selected works. Using the navigation arrows to move 
around the exhibition spaces without feeling seasick requires some practice, and while it gives 
you a feel for the interiors of these great galleries the works are best accessed via the drop down 
menus provided. 
 
A major shortcoming is the absence of an overall search facility which would allow you, say, to 
identify all the Rembrandts in different museums around the world. This must be approached by 
searching each of the collections individually. Having chosen a museum you are immediately 
transported there and will find yourself in front of the first of the featured works. Alongside are 
links to the museum’s own website, as well as floor plans, a history of the museum and other 
information, including an audiovisual presentation. A snapshot from Google Maps will show you 
its precise location.  
 
Having arrived at your museum, you can now select a particular work to view from the list of 
titles and artists. Adjacent to each selected work of art is a menu with additional background 
information: viewing notes, a history of the artwork and its provenance, biographical 
information about the artist, and useful links to his other works in the Google Art Project. 
Having looked at the paintings in the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, for instance, I now see 
that the project also includes works by Van Gogh in the Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza, MoMA 
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Many works include a  ‘Media’ link with a short 
audiovisual guide , while the tags included for some, but by no means all of the works help to 
situate them within their particular period or movement; unfortunately these are not clickable, a 
lost opportunity to forge links from Gauguin to, for example, other post-impressionists. 
Each institution has chosen one featured work which has been captured in extremely high 
resolution, providing the Google Art Project with 17 ‘Gigapixel Artworks’. They include 
Holbein’s The Ambassadors from the National Gallery, Chris Ofili’s No Woman no Cry from 
Tate, and Botticelli’s Birth of Venus from the Uffizi. These provide detail which they claim is not 
visible to the naked eye, allowing you, in the words of Tate Director Nicholas Serota, to see 
‘things that you haven’t seen before’. The quality is indeed astonishing and you certainly see far 
more, and more clearly, than you would via the increasingly common gallery experience of 
looking over someone else’s shoulder. 
 
Anyone with a Google account can put together a personal online collection of favourite works, 
making comments and creating a gallery which can be shared with friends. As well as whole 
works you can zoom in and save particular views. As with any page on the website, a personal 
Artwork Collection can be shared via URL, email, Google Buzz, Facebook or Twitter, with 
obvious advantages for collaborative work amongst students. 



The Visitor Guide has two short YouTube clips, introducing you to the project and giving a 
glimpse of work behind the scenes. Further video material can be seen on the Google Art 
Project’s own YouTube Channel (http://www.youtube.com/user/GoogleArtProject). The 
project also has its own Facebook page. 
 
Google Art Project is technically impressive, and worth a visit as long as you accept that it is a 
limited selection of works from an equally limited number of institutions. Many important 
museums – the Prado, the Louvre, for example – are not included, so as it currently stands it is 
far from representative of the world’s best art, with a strong bias towards Western art. Even the 
participating institutions have so far been cautious about what they have made available for 
inclusion, and their own websites still provide far more comprehensive coverage. The 
Telegraph’s Alistair Sooke is one critic who finds fault with the selectivity of the Google Art 
Project, ‘an impulse that surely runs counter to the “democratic” motivation of the project in the 
first place... Google’s Art Project is a wonderful resource, but it is no substitute for the 
experience of looking at art for real.’ (Sooke, Alastair. The Problem with Google’s Art Project. 1 
Feb 2011. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/art/art-news/8296251/The-problem-with-
Googles-Art-Project.html) 
 
For the student who is not lucky enough to be able to do this, however, it can be a substitute and 
a useful way of learning how to look carefully at art; we can only hope that coverage will increase 
as other institutions come on board. 
 


