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Finding Shakespeare is a project from the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust 
(http://www.shakespeare.org.uk) intended to tell digital stories about the life and work of 
Shakespeare using historical objects in conjunction with and as well as photographs. They state 
that one of their primary goals, since their establishment in 2010 has been and remains using 
‘digital storytelling as a conduit’ so that their collections are accessible to anyone in the world 
with an Internet connection. This is most certainly a very worthy and worthwhile aim and does 
ensure that the man who is probably one of the world’s most famous, and is certainly England’s 
most famous, playwright can be enjoyed by an enormous community of interested people. There 
is a video blog and also a series of online exhibitions for visitors to the site to enjoy. Easily 
accessible from a menu bar are the online exhibitions and more information. Under this it is 
possible for the site visitor to navigate through to specific pages: Hidden Treasures, Mystery 
Objects, Shakespeare’s Villains and Tales From The Reading Room. It makes the most sense to 
visit each, for the purposes of this review, in the order they are presented on the site. 
 
Hidden Treasures currently features nine ‘episodes’ taking the form of video blogs on specific 
objects from a tortoiseshell with silver mounts to a child’s commode chair, an Anglo-Saxon 
brooch and a souvenir plate. Videos range from just one to two or three minutes long.  It 
appears to be a weekly posting but there is no indication how long the series will be or what will 
be featured next, an addition that would be useful to anyone wanting to use the site in future 
planning for their teaching. Mystery Objects follows a similar format but in these blogs the 
visitor is asked to try and identify the object which is an interesting and stimulating way of 
interacting with the web audience. There are currently (at 27 July 2011) six villains featured 
on Shakespeare’s Villains from Shylock and Macbeth to Iachimo, Iago and Caliban. Again 
fascinating, short video blogs are a great way to keep the attention of the visitor. Finally Tales 
from The Reading Room introduces activity that has been taking place at the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust and explains about the visitors who have been there in person as well as why. 
Moving on to the Online Exhibitions and after being faced with a blank page I found that it was 
necessary to use the drop down menu from the bar above to find any material which is a little 
disconcerting. However here it is possible to find out about Shakespeare’s Villains through a 
series of 10 episodes of video blogs looking not only at the characters but also at the actors who 
have portrayed them. The Shakespeare’s Women exhibit features Juliet, Cleopatra, Lady Macbeth 
and even Joan of Arc in a similar format. 
 
The educational value of this site is clear – it can be used for history as well as English lessons 
though as with all Internet resources it is best to keep a close eye on the development of the site 
and be prepared for it to be slow to load as it was when I looked at it for the purpose of this 
review. As other blogs however it is possible to ‘follow’ and be kept up-to-date with additions to 
the site making it a very current teaching resource that can easily be slotted in at short notice to a 
lesson. The information it provides is well researched, well presented and intriguing as well as 
interesting. I would encourage teachers most certainly to make use of this site and librarians to 
inform them about it! 
 


