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"Antarctica is a frozen, windswept continent, so hostile and remote that it has no permanent 
inhabitants." These words greet you on entering the Royal Geographical Society's fascinating, 
media rich and interactive site on what is described as "the world's last great wilderness". It has 
been developed as an educational resource in partnership with the British Antarctic Survey and 
the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and provides a range of learning activities for 
individual, group or pair work. You get the most out of the site by taking advantage of its 
multimedia features; the latest versions of Flash and Quicktime are required, and the resources 
can be used either with a whole class on the interactive whiteboard, or by students working 
individually. However there are text-based alternatives in many places, mostly in Word format, 
and teachers are encouraged to adapt these as they wish. 
 
The site is divided into ten sections on such topics as the history and exploration of Antarctica, 
the continent's changing climate, tourism, the Antarctic Treaty, 'Beneath the Waves' and life at 
the South Pole. Each is introduced by a 'Cool Fact' with an accompanying video clip, followed 
by graded activities. 'Icebreaker' activities introduce the topic; in 'Go with the floe' the main 
learning will take place; and in 'Meltdown' the follow-up activities can be used either as extension 
work or to reinforce what has gone before. By each section there is an activity timer which the 
teacher can use. 
 
To give you a flavour of the site, let's explore the eighth section, 'Under Pressure'. The Cool Fact 
tells me about a shipwrecked Brazilian ship, and there is a video clip of one of Antarctica's three 
research stations. The icebreaker activity, 'A Treasure Trove of Resources' asks me to identify 
which of the continent's natural resources is most valuable by investigating a series of (rather 
noisy) treasure chests. There are two main activities: in the first the student is asked to find out 
about the farming of Antarctic waters and produce a PowerPoint presentation - information 
sheets and web links are provided to aid research. In the second activity students work in groups 
against the clock to find out more about pollution of the Antarctic. As a Meltdown activity, the 
student can use the interactive tools to produce a Venn diagram illustrating which groups of 
people place the greatest pressure on Antarctica. 
 
Every page has a set of links to the full resources of the site: worksheets in pdf and Word 
format, images, the interactive exercises, audio and video clips, and a glossary of relevant terms. 
There are links to websites such as virtual reality panoramas and a live webcam from the Halley 
Research Station. The teachers' section includes links to the GCSE geography curriculum, as well 
as notes on each of the ten sections with learning objectives and lesson ideas. 
 
Discovering Antarctica is more a teaching tool than a library resource. It is not ideal as a place to 
carry out general research; there is no index or sitemap and no search facility. While you might 
want to encourage those studying Antarctica to browse the site - and they will find the 
experience engaging and rewarding - they may not find it easy to locate the answers to specific 
questions. 
 


