
Debating websites 
 
The following websites are recommended to assist those who may wish to set up a Debate 
Society, or simply promote potential Debating activities. All the sites listed are non-partisan and 
seek to be inclusive as far as possible. It should be noted that in formal debates topics are 
referred to  as referred to as ‘Motions’. 
 
British Debate, the home of English Speaking Union’s debate 
http://www.britishdebate.com  
 
Four Key areas, for Primary, Secondary, University and General Public interests. This site offers 
online guidance, access to training courses for students and coaches, competitive opportunities 
and training materials for purchase. Very clearly laid out and easy to navigate. Also offers the 
same sort of support for formal Public Speaking. Training and materials are highly recommended. 
This website could help coaches set up formal debating events. 
 
Heads Up!  
http://www.headsup.org.uk/content 
 
A subscription (free) website that is fully moderated and enables students to take part in online 
discussions about pre-set topics. It now offers a prize for each topics best poster. As Coach you 
receive regular email bulletins. It is aimed at Under 18s and supports the Citizenship curriculum 
in its intent; it is run by the Hansard Society (www.handsardsociety.org.uk) which “exists to 
promote effective parliamentary democracy.” Good source for topic ideas too.  
 
International Debate Education Association  
http://www.idebate.org  
 
Requires user to register, but is free to join. Quite a busy website with myriad topics, discussions 
and events to look through. Very international in content as you would expect. Offers advice 
from setting up Debates clubs through to training materials, and includes the wider school 
community in its recommendations, though a few areas were still being built at the time of this 
review. Excellent source of topics and hosts forums to get students started. 
 
Debatewise  
http://www.debatewise.com  
 
The Cambridge Union (see further on) recommends this site as a starting point for Debaters and 
it does offer many topics for discussion divided into main headers of Current Affairs, Sports, Art 
and Entertainment, Business and Religion, with an attractive front page offering sound bites of 
topics to interest. It is free to register and allows users to start their own debates as well as join 
current forums. It is not specifically aimed at students and is not moderated. 
 
 
 
 
 
Debating Matters/ Institute of Ideas 
http://ww.debatingmatters.com 
 



Aimed at promoting its 6th form Debate competition this site also offers topics and advocacy  of 
debate importance information. Some updating is required to certain sections but it is still a 
valuable Debate source. Feedback on the site from previous competitions prove it to be a very 
schools inclusive event. It is possible to watch or listen to previous debates. 
 
Oxford University’s Debate Union Schools competition http://www.oxfordschools.org.uk/  
 
The latter site weights heavily information about the competition but also available are topics, 
rules, format and resources for purchase. If you intent to enter such competitions the format 
used is extremely important, but even if not wishing to enter it is still a useful and transferable 
format to which to adhere.  
 
Cambridge Union  
http://www.cambridge-union.org  
 
This site is most useful for browsing to obtain topic ideas. More relevant is their Schools Debate 
competition  website, http://www.cus.org/schools. This site offers clear guidance to its format 
and style. It also supports with persuasive reasons to take part in debate and provides resources 
to get you started forming a Debate Society with downloadable guides. 
 
Durham Union  
http://www.dus.org.uk  
 
This site offers an online Debate Guide that is clear, concise and entirely relevant (add 
Debate_Guide to the URL) and also manages a Weekend Schools competition which is found by 
adding Durham_Schools_2009 to the URL. 
 
International Competition for Young Debaters  
http://www.icyd.com  
 
This website is aimed at all students under the age of 16. As with other websites this 
recommends resources for purchase, offers guidance to its format and rules and gives topic 
examples, all within one page which would be the most useful to those new to Debating. 
 
Northern Junior Debating Championship  
http://njdc.org.uk  
 
Like ICYD this competition is aimed at under-16s. There is scant information about specifics 
but the site states clearly from where the style of debate used (British Parliamentary) can be 
found should you wish to enter. 
 
 
 
 
2008 Current Events  
http://www.infoplease.com/world/events/2008  
 
This site lists Current Affairs topics in chronological monthly order, with the most recent first. It 
divide these into three subjects: World News, US News, and Business, Society and Science News. 
Within Debate Current Affairs knowledge is highly prized with recommendations being that 



minimum research should be reading a newspaper daily. The site offers far more than this, but it 
is this section which pertains most to Debate. It is produced by Pearson Education. 
 
Topic Search  
http://www.newspaperarchive.com 
 
This site specialises in information  from archives available online, specific to people. It allows 
one to search for names. The heavy American bias may not make this suitable for researching 
the subject directories also available, for the majority of Debates students may undertake. 
 
Citizenship Foundation 
www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk  
 
Keen debaters may want to enter the National Mock Trial competitions offered by the 
Citizenship Foundation which builds on Key Skills debating enhances and teaches. Also on offer 
are parliamentary journalism opportunities as well as a specific area for ‘Young People’ that offer 
activities and resources for those of KS4 and under. 
 


