
Climate change 
 
Climate change is a topic which has been around for a long time now, and has gone in and out of 
fashion, but the current extreme weather events have raised its profile again recently. 
  
Two websites from Learning and Teaching Scotland are specifically designed to support the 
school curriculum; although they are mapped to the Scottish Curriculum for Excellence with 
supporting Glow groups they are also very relevant to other curricula. 
  
  
Weather and Climate Change 
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/weatherandclimatechange/ 
Weather and Climate Change is the primary version of the resource. The site says ‘The 
purpose of this online resource is to provide practitioners from early level onwards with high-
quality, accurate and topical resources to help them teach about climate change’ and to ‘equip 
them with essential background information, links, photos and video’. 
With major divisions into Weather, Climate, Energy, Climate Change, Make a difference, News 
and Resource Bank, the site is easy to navigate and clearly laid out. 
The related links section allows easy access to the videos and images related to climate change, 
information about green jobs and careers, and links to global citizenship as well as CfE links. 
The videos can be watched through the website or downloaded; they can even be downloaded as 
videos for your iPod! 
  
Each main section has an overview page and a submenu of five or six items; each item typically 
has a video to watch, a brief explanation, a couple of ‘reflective questions’ and links to other 
useful sources of information. The reflective questions are aimed at staff but the other materials 
could be accessed independently by upper primary pupils as the language is straightforward and 
clear. 
  
Since the focus of the site is Climate Change it is not surprising that this section has much more 
detail in it. Each sub menu item is itself subdivided into several pages 
The ‘Make a Difference’ section has an extensive section on steps schools can take which would 
be useful for any schools considering the eco-schools award. The ‘News Update’ section uses 
RSS feeds from a variety of sources to stay up-to-date. 
  
  
Exploring Climate Change 
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/exploringclimatechange/ 
Exploring Climate Change is a more adult looking site apparently intended for pupils to use 
themselves, for instance the ‘reflective questions’ are aimed at them. The sections here are 
‘Basics’; ‘Evidence’; ‘Impacts’; ‘Predictions’; ‘The Response’; ‘Controversy’; ‘Take Action’; and 
‘Communicate’. It lacks the videos of the primary version and for extended work, certainly in the 
lower secondary, it would be worth using both resources. The links to further information and 
outside sources are integrated into the text on the page rather than separated as in the primary 
section; this has the advantage of encouraging pupils to use them at an appropriate point, but 
makes it less easy to scan for particular links. 
  
Where the secondary version comes into its own is as a resource which could be used for 
discussion and debate and for looking at evidence and synthesising information as well as 
supporting the curriculum. The ‘Controversy’ section is particularly useful here as it involves 



weighing up evidence. The ‘Take Action’ section, like the ‘Make a Difference’ section above 
could be a useful resource for eco-school candidates. The ‘Communicate’ section includes an 
‘Image Gallery’ of photographs for use in pupils’ own work or for printing; all of them are 
cleared for use in Scottish education and most have a Creative Commons licence so can also be 
used elsewhere; information about DVDs, movies and documentaries about climate change; 
downloadable resources about how to plan, write, design and deliver a multimedia presentation, 
create a print resource or develop a web resource all of which could be used in any area of the 
curriculum; and a booklist. This last is infuriating to a librarian as it includes only title and author 
– no publisher, date or isbn. 
  
It is a pity that this version does not also include a News section; the one from the primary site 
could easily have been repurposed in the same style. 
  
There are clear copyright statements regarding the photographs and charts and diagrams on the 
site and many of them are available under various kinds of Creative Commons Licensing. 
  
Both these sites should be useful for supporting work in the library. 
  
Climate Chaos 
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/climate_chaos/ 
The Climate Chaos education resource from Oxfam is designed as a week-long series of 
activities for 9 to 11-year-olds. The resources are divided by day rather than topic so you have to 
click in to find out what is covered. Information and activities range from causes and some of 
the effects of climate change through who is affected and why, fossil fuels; climate friendly life-
styles, action at school and home to how to communicate findings and create a presentation. 
There is even a session on reflecting on what has been learnt. Many of these activities could be 
used as starting points for information literacy work and the whole thing could form the basis of 
an interesting and timely cross-curricular or inter-disciplinary project. 
  
Sow the Seed 
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/seeds/index.htm ;; 
Sow the Seed activities are aimed at 7 to 14-year-olds and focus specifically on the impact of 
climate change on agriculture in less economically developed countries. Much of it is based 
around practical tasks such as growing seeds and looking at how different conditions affect them, 
but there are also stories and planning activities which could be linked to the Climate Chaos 
resources. 
 


