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Citizendium is a website that aims to be the most trusted encyclopaedia and knowledge base in 
the world .To begin with it aims to achieve this by encouraging the general public to join the 
group and submit material. It has been set up by one of the founder members of Wikipedia 
because they felt that the world needs a trustworthy resource accessible via the Internet.  When 
this is essentially a similar database of knowledge it is difficult to understand how this will be 
possible; they claim that their aims will be achieved by having a team of editors who offer  gentle 
expert oversight and by encouraging contributors to use their real names. 
  
To date, April 2009, there are 10,600+ articles available on the site which has been live for a little 
over two years.  Essentially free, contributions to the running costs can be made but there are no 
terms and conditions to using the site other than having to register for full access. 
  
There are sections so far on the Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, Humanities, Arts, Applied 
Arts & Sciences and Recreation. On clicking the link to be taken into any of these sections the 
user is presented with a table listing all the subtopics within the group and options to view all 
articles, only those approved by the editors, a list of groups within the subject and recent changes 
that may have been made.  
  
As well as the information pages there are also community pages allowing browsers to add 
material, join the mailing list if registered and read any posts in the forum.  The following page 
layouts are not particularly easy to navigate but once the user has found their way to the body of 
articles some can be of interest. 
  
The layout, of articles is very similar to Wikipedia, perhaps unsurprisingly, but the site does not, 
at first use, appear as easy to access. Material appears to be hidden beneath confusing tables of 
information. It appears that although access is possible without registration, actually registering 
as a user will be beneficial, allowing clearer views of many of the pages. 
  
This is a project with good intentions but as it is in its early stages I would caution its use with 
younger students who may find it bewildering and confusing. I would suggest that it is worth 
looking at this website as a piece of research in process, it may be worthwhile looking into it for 
specific material to gain a wider understanding from the general public and it could make a useful 
tool in information comparison exercises, but I would not yet like to recommend it as an easy or 
reliable source of information and fact. 
 


