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    -‘Book Drum is the perfect companion to the books we love, bringing them to life with immersive pictures, 
videos, maps and music.’ 
 
Created in 2009 by a three man editorial team and making use of a wide range of contributors, 
Book Drum contains multimedia profiles of 150 books. Aimed at students and teachers the 
selection of titles includes twenty texts that are studied for A Level and GCSE. 
Material on each book can be found by clicking on the cover image or using the search box to 
locate the profile. There are several areas within each book profile. For example, choosing 
Cormac McCarthy’s The Road will offer an objective summary, a set of crowd sourced 
bookmarks, reviews, settings, a glossary relevant to the text, biographical details of the author 
and a map pinpointing where the action takes place. This is the most exciting aspect of the site. 
The large bookmarks section contains photos, illustrations and video clips with brief 
explanations to elucidate and enliven the text. In the settings section the context, themes and 
background to the book are enhanced by photographic material. In addition to a subjective 
analytical review of The Road there are also links to reviews from The Guardian and The New York 
Times. 
 
One point to mention would be the source of contributions. Anyone can register to contribute 
to the site. Contributors to the site who create the main entries for their texts have background 
profiles. From the profiles one can see that some of the contributors are evidently 
knowledgeable in their fields, but some profiles are left blank. It would then be necessary to use 
additional sources of information to verify the details. Authors are also encouraged to contribute 
and there are appreciative comments from authors about the quality of responses from others to 
their work. 
 
The site is very clearly and consistently laid out allowing easy navigation around what is an 
attractive site. Access to the music links in the crowd sourced bookmarks area requires the user 
to have or install a Spotify account. Part of the appeal of the site lies in the ability to contribute, 
so in order to do this or leave comments registration is necessary. Users can also join via 
Facebook. 
 
Teachers are using Book Drum to facilitate collaborative work, contribute to the development of 
the site and benefit from what has already been added. New profiles can be created for class 
projects to research, record and bookmark relevant resources. Frequently Asked Questions and a 
Help section provide support for most queries. 
The Bookmark of the Day and Feature Profiles keep the homepage looking fresh. This is a site 
to be recommended for teachers of English and their GCSE and A level pupils, not to mention 
anyone else who enjoys English literature. 
 

 


