
Astronomy resources 
 
International Year of Astronomy 2009 
http://www.astronomy2009.org/ 
2009 is four hundred years on since Galileo first looked at the stars with his telescope. When 
thinking about creating this list I wondered about what to include, where to start and when to 
stop. I was conscious that I might end up telling you about sites you have already seen or found 
through the IYA's own website. I hope that I have included some sites that are new to you. 
 
 
First off, if you have not already, take a peek at the different sections of 
http://www.astronomy2009.org/ 
The IYA Discovery Guides include: 

• New theme every month 
• Hands-on activity to explore the theme 
• Featured celestial object and how to find it in the sky. 

Why not use some of the information from this site for displays or competitions? 
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ 
 
Stellarium 
http://www.stellarium.org/ 
A free open source planetarium that you download onto your computer. It shows a realistic sky 
in 3D, just like what you see with the naked eye, binoculars or a telescope. Stellarium's own wiki 
includes education materials as well as the usual help files. Once you have installed the software 
you mark your location. This link http://www.derbyastronomy.org/StellariumReview.htm gives 
a clear idea of what the program does. 
 
NASA 
http://astronomy2009.nasa.gov/ 
NASA astronomy has a great introductory video movie type trailer as well as educational 
resources. 'Houston, we have a problem' - watch six videos clips of how astronauts cope with 
various problems in 
space. http://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/spacesuits/home/index.html 
 
Moonwatch weeks 
The first of these has passed but there are two more to come. The moonwatch week for schools 
takes place between 19-29 November, when it gets dark early so the moon will be visible soon 
after the end of the school day.  
http://www.astronomy2009.co.uk/index.php/moonwatch-projectsmenu-53 
 
Canadian Science and Technology Museum 
http://www.sciencetech.technomuses.ca/english/schoolzone/virtual_astronomy.cfm 
This site has some interesting activities in its virtual exploration guide. Some include research or 
you could organise the students to make sundial clocks or universe models. 
 
British National Space Centre 
http://www.bnsc.gov.uk/ 
This site has sections for kids, students and teachers as well as a very wide range of information 
including information about some of the 15000 people who work in the space industry in the 
UK. 



Dark Sky Institute 
http://darkskyinstitute.org/astronomy.html 
A quirky simple guide to astronomy written by a retired teacher with a penchant for Dalmatians. 
Include lots of links to useful sites. He also highlights the problems of light pollution 
 
Kids' astronomy sites 
For children of all ages to learn about space http://www.kidsastronomy.com/ 
http://hea-www.harvard.edu/ECT/the_book/ Children's online astronomy activities 
http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/StarChild.html StarChild 
http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/ Nasa for kids 
 
Amazing Space 
From Galileo to Hubble , an online quiz/starter activity 
http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/resources/explorations/galileo/index.html 
 
Zoom Astronomy 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/ 
A comprehensive list of links and activities about astronomy. 
 
Bradford Robotic Telescope 
http://www.telescope.org/index.php 
Bradford Robotic Telescope is a collection of telescopes and other instruments on Mount Teide, 
Tenerife. The website includes both live and recorded images. There is a companion, 
subscription, curriculum linked website for schools. 
And finally something a little different: 
 
Science Fiction Stories with Good Astronomy and Physics 
http://www.astrosociety.org/education/resources/scifi.html  
 


