
Apps for retrieving and recording information on the go 
 
Teaching Appz:http://www.teachingappz.co.uk/This has excellent listings of apps in subject 
order, although it does tend to be centred around primary school apps. 
Another much more secondary focussed site is Kathy Shrock’s site of Bloomin’ 
Everything:http://www.schrockguide.net/bloomin-apps.html which has a diagram of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy for apps, and then the apps arranged by this Taxonomy. This is an unusual way of 
looking at the apps, and a good way to talk to your Senior Management and teaching staff about 
why these apps are useful, and how they can be fitted into a development programme. 
The final site I would recommend is iPads in 
Schools: http://ipadsinschools.weebly.com/apps.html .Although it is focussed around iPads, 
many apps can be found on Android platforms as well, so it is well worth keeping an eye on. 
  
The Top Three 
  
So which apps do I personally find most useful, and are must-haves for me? This issue I am 
going to concentrate on those apps which link into recording and storing information for you 
and your students. These apps aren’t the most whizzy and exciting apps, but they are ones which 
fit into the study needs of your students, and will be the most useful apps when the shine has 
worn off the others. 
  
Dropbox 
https://www.dropbox.com/ 
Anyone who has met me knows that I am ‘evangelical’ about the use of Dropbox. With 
Dropbox you can eliminate the need for memory sticks or CDs and simply store your 
information in the cloud for free, accessing it from whichever computer you are working on, or 
your phone or Android tablet/iPad. You can also share folders with each other, so that many 
students, or teachers, can upload and download information in that folder whenever needed. It is 
my most used app. 
  
Evernote 
http://evernote.com/ 
I am sure most of you are familiar with Evernote, the online notekeeper. Again, this is 
invaluable for clipping information from the web and storing it in folders for later reference. The 
app complements this, and has a voice recorder element as well, so that you can walk around an 
art gallery, for instance, taking photos and making voice recordings on the Evernote app, and 
editing everything online later. You can also send tweets directly to your Evernote account, 
  
Diigo   
http://www.diigo.com/ 
Again, Diigois the site which I use all the time to store my online bookmarks and to ensure that 
they are accessible wherever I am working – much better than trusting them to only one 
computer and one fallible hard drive. The app allows you to save information to your Diigo 
account if you are reading on your phone or iPad, instead of reaching for a pen and paper to 
make a note for next time you happen to be on the computer. 
So there are my favourite three apps. Not the most whizzy, but the most useful apps I have. 
Other issues will investigate apps which support different areas, but these are my ‘bread and 
butter’ apps, and all three are available for free on all platforms. 
 


