
Overview
The International Baccalaureate Program 
was established in 1968 to provide an 
intellectually challenging and academically 
demanding common curriculum for students 
in schools around the world. It is widely recognized and considered to be an “international passport” to higher education, as its strengths are 
based on the best practices of educational systems worldwide. The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB) is a comprehensive two-
year program that encourages critical thinking, research skills, and service as part of the learning process; and the rigor of the IB program is 
internationally recognized by colleges and universities. Participation in the program plays an important part in the admissions decisions made by 
universities, and success on IB exams is often rewarded with advanced credit and/or standing at the university level.

Success in this academically demanding program requires 
commitment, ability, a strong work ethic, and interest. 
Students who have the motivation and self-discipline, 
and who are willing to devote the time necessary, will find 
great satisfaction in achieving the IB Diploma. Successful 
IB Diploma candidates will earn both the IB Diploma and 
the TASIS England High School Diploma.

COurse wOrk
IB Diploma candidates must take a total of 6 IB courses, 
one from each of the groups listed in the diagram to the 
right. Of these, at least 3, but no more than 4, are taken 
at Higher Level (HL) and the others at Standard Level 
(SL). Higher Level courses demand more from students in 
terms of time, conceptual understanding, and assessment 
activities. Each course is taught over the two years of 
the 11th and 12th grades, or the 12th and 13th (post 
graduate) grades. In addition to the 6 courses, IB Diploma 
candidates must meet the requirements for Theory of 
Knowledge (TOK), the Extended Essay, and Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS).

For additional information about course offerings and graduation requirements, please contact the IB Coordinator and the Academic Dean. Some course 
combinations may not always be possible. A course list is available at www.tasisengland.org

THeOrY OF kNOwLeDGe
At the core of the IB Diploma is the Theory of Knowledge component. All Diploma candidates take TOK, which explores the nature of knowledge 
and the various ways of knowing.  The TOK course is meant to tie together a student’s experiences in the 6 groups of study and is central to the 
aims and objectives of the International Baccalaureate Program.  TOK meets the TASIS Senior Humanities requirement.

CreATiviTY, ACTiON, AND serviCe (CAs)
All Diploma candidates complete the Creativity, Action, and Service program (CAS). This program requires that students spend approximately 150 
hours over two years completing a balanced program of creative and active endeavors and service to the community. At TASIS, all students take 
part in the Community Service Program.
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eXTeNDeD essAY
Diploma candidates are required to undertake research and to write an Extended Essay. This project provides students with the opportunity to conduct 
independent research and the chance to investigate a topic of special interest. The Extended Essay acquaints students with the kind of independent 
research and writing skills expected at the university level.

AssessMeNT
Student success is determined by an extensive assessment procedure involving written, oral, and aural work.  The external exams are set and graded by 
the IB Curriculum and Assessment arm of the IB Organization (IBO).  Each student also completes externally assessed coursework, as well as internal 
assessments.

AwArDiNG THe iB DiPLOMA
Each examined subject is graded on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum), with 4 considered to be a passing grade.  The award of the IB Diploma 
requires that a student meet the defined standards and conditions, including a minimum of 24 points and the satisfactory completion of the Extended 
Essay, the Theory of Knowledge course (TOK), and CAS activities. The maximum score of 45 includes three bonus points for the combination of the 
Extended Essay and work in TOK.

reCOGNiTiON OF THe iB DiPLOMA
The IB Diploma meets the requirements of many national education systems and Ministries of Education, including those in Great Britain and European 
countries. Some Ministries of Education, including those in Germany and Italy, and some universities in Switzerland and the UK, place restrictions on the 
selection and level of IB courses.  In addition, many selective colleges and universities require minimum diploma scores and/or HL exam scores.

For those students planning to go to the USA or Canada for college or university, taking the IB Diploma helps in the university admission process, as it is 
a clear sign to admissions officials that a student is capable of pursuing a highly rigorous course of study.  In addition, many universities award credit to 
students with high scores in individual IB subjects (typically 5, 6, or 7 in HL exams), or advanced placement in a particular department (typically with a 
4-7 on HL exams).  Information on the recognition policy of a particular college or university is available on the International Baccalaureate Organization 
website, www.ibo.org. 

APPLYiNG TO THe iB DiPLOMA PrOGrAM AT TAsis eNGLAND
The IB Program is a challenging 2-year program and places significant demands on a student’s time and energy.  Entry into the IB Diploma Program is 
made in consultation between the school, student, and family. Successful IB students are highly motivated and have strong academic, time management, 
and study skills. 

Pre-requisites for entry to the IB Diploma Program include a “B” average in previous and current courses of study, as well as specific requirements for 
particular IB courses. For non-native English speakers, the following English language levels are possible pre-requisites: SLEP score of 55 or above; TOEFL 
score of 550 (Computer-based TOEFL score of 213); or a score of 79-80 on the new Internet-based TOEFL. 

Application to the IB Diploma Program 
includes a student essay and IB-specific 
teacher recommendations. Acceptance 
to TASIS England does not guarantee 
acceptance to the IB Diploma Program.
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